Rodents that are used for developmental psychopharmacology research typically are obtained by one of the several ways: they are shipped from a commercial breeder, they are born to pregnant dams that have been shipped or they are bred in animal facilities located at the institution where they will be used. The decision of whether or not to breed rodents for research is not a trivial one, as maintaining a breeding colony may require considerable time, space and effort as well as dedicated personnel. On the other hand, the shipping process introduces issues that are not faced when using rodents that are bred in-house. For example, the dams and/or pups may experience stress due to the shipping process, particularly if shipping occurs during vulnerable periods (Ogawa et al., 2007) .
Even among developmental psychopharmacologists, shipping stress is not always controlled, as timed pregnant dams are frequently shipped rather than impregnated in institution's animal facility.
Another consequence of shipping is the potential loss of control over litter effects. Among scientists that examine development in rodent models, the term 'litter effect' refers to spontaneous or treatment-induced similarities among animals born in the same litter. The effect is a consequence of using multiparous species (e.g., rodents) as research subjects and has the potential to affect the outcome of a study if left uncontrolled (Haseman and Hogan, 1975; Zorrilla, 1997) . Perhaps the most effective method of controlling this possible confound is to use litter as the unit of analysis; i.e., only a single animal from each litter is used in an experiment or the mean value of the dependent measure for the entire litter is counted as a single observation for the purposes of data analysis (Festing, 2006; Spear and File, 1996) . In addition to being a threat to the internal and external validity of the experiment, use of more than a single observation from a litter results in a violation of independence of observations that serves as the foundation for The recent upsurge of research on adolescent rats raises the issue of the extent to which different methods of rodent procurement might affect results. Here, we examined the effects of acute and repeated dosing with two antipsychotics, haloperidol and clozapine, and D
9
-tetrahydrocannabinol [Experiments 1 and 2, respectively] in adolescent rats of both sexes that differed in shipping status (i.e., shipped from a commercial breeder at weaning or bred in-house). In each experiment, test drugs produced effects that were characteristic for their respective classes in previous studies with adult rodents. Both haloperidol and clozapine produced catalepsy and haloperidol decreased locomotion in shipped and bred rats of both sexes, with sensitization to haloperidol-induced catalepsy developing with repeated dosing. The most prominent between-status difference in this experiment was greater sensitivity of the shipped rats to haloperidolinduced changes in locomotor activity over a wider dose range, an effect that was especially evident in females. In Experiment 2, vehicle levels of motor activity were decreased in bred rats (which did not occur in -tetrahydrocannabinol produced antinociception, hypothermia and catalepsy in both groups of rats, with tolerance developing after repeated dosing. Status-related differences were sex-dependent. Whereas bred female rats were more sensitive to D 9 -tetrahydrocannabinol's antinociceptive effects, shipped male rats were more sensitive to its antinociceptive effects as well as to its hypothermic and cataleptic effects. Together, the results of these descriptive experiments suggest that between-status differences tend to be quantitative rather than qualitative. Further, these results suggest that careful attention to issues related to rodent procurement during adolescence is warranted and may help to account for divergent findings in different labs.
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